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	Local Government Pension Scheme	
	Death grant – expression of wish form

Please read the frequently asked questions (FAQs) on page 5, before you complete this form.  

Or you can log in to your online pension account. If you don’t have one, you can register. Once logged in, you can add or change your choices in the ‘Manage beneficiaries’ section.

Section 1 – Personal details

	Question
	Answer

	Surname
	

	First names(s)
	

	Title
	

	Previous surname(s)
	

	Date of birth
	

	National insurance number
	

	Address
	

	Post code
	

	Home email address
	

	Home phone number
	

	Mobile phone number
	

	Employer
	

	Payroll number (if known)
	

	Job title
	

	Work phone number
	



Section 2 – Nominee(s) details
If I die, I’d like any lump sum death benefit from the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS), to be paid as follows:

Nominee 1
	Question
	Answer

	Full name
	

	Address
	

	Post code
	

	Relationship to you
	

	Date of birth (if under 18)
	

	Percentage share
	



Nominee 2
	Question
	Answer

	Full name
	

	Address
	

	Post code
	

	Relationship to you
	

	Date of birth (if under 18)
	

	Percentage share
	



Nominee 3
	Question
	Answer

	Full name
	

	Address
	

	Post code
	

	Relationship to you
	

	Date of birth (if under 18)
	

	Percentage share
	



Nominee 4
	Question
	Answer

	Full name
	

	Address
	

	Post code
	

	Relationship to you
	

	Date of birth (if under 18)
	

	Percentage share
	



Please use a separate sheet if you’ve more nominees. If you name more than one person or organisation, tell us the percentage of the death grant you’d like each to get. The total must add up to 100%.

If you name your spouse, civil partner, or partner who lives with you, and you both die at the same time, please tell us below how you want the death grant to be shared (for example, equally between your children or other family members).

Nominee 1
	Question
	Answer

	Full name
	

	Address
	

	Post code
	

	Relationship to you
	

	Date of birth (if under 18)
	

	Percentage share
	



Nominee 2
	Question
	Answer

	Full name
	

	Address
	

	Post code
	

	Relationship to you
	

	Date of birth (if under 18)
	

	Percentage share
	



Section 3 – Authorisation

I agree that any lump sum death benefit after I die can be paid to the people I’ve named above. I understand this replaces any earlier wishes I’ve made. I also understand that the Pension Fund will make the final decision on who receives the payment.

We’ll only accept a digital or handwritten signature as approval. Or you can log in or register for your online pension account. Then go to the ‘Manage beneficiaries’ section and enter your choices.

	Question
	Answer

	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	




The Cambridgeshire Pension Fund and Northamptonshire Pension Fund are responsible for looking after your personal information under data protection laws. This means we keep your data safe and only use it when we need to provide pension services.

Sometimes we must share your information with other organisations so we can meet our legal duties. We only share it when it's necessary and appropriate.

You can find more details about: 

· how we use your data
· who we share it with
· what your rights are 

on the ‘How we look after your data’ page on our website.

If needed, this information is available in other formats and languages
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	Frequently asked questions

Please read these questions before you fill in the form.

Are there any benefits to making an expression of wish?
As a member of the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS), you’re covered by a range of benefits. This includes a death grant of 3 times your assumed pensionable pay, if you die in service.

A smaller payment may also be made if you’ve left the scheme or are retired, and you die within 10 years of retiring.

Making an expression of wish means the money can be paid faster. It may avoid delays that can take several months while your estate is sorted out. 

The death grant is paid at the Fund’s discretion. It’s not part of your estate. This means it isn’t usually subject to court fees or inheritance tax.

What if I’m paying AVCs?
If you’ve an ‘in house’ AVC plan, the money built up will usually be paid in the same way as your death grant, unless you tell us in writing to do something different.

Will you always follow my wishes?
We’ll try to follow your wishes. However, the Pension Fund has the final decision on who receives the death grant.

In very rare cases, we may not follow your wishes. For example, if your situation has changed and your form is out of date, we may pay the money in a different way. It’s important that you keep your form up to date.

How much will the death grant be?
· If you die in service, the payment is 3 times your assumed pensionable pay in the year before your death.

· If you’ve benefits in another LGPS Fund in England or Wales, only the higher amount will be paid. You won’t receive both. 

· If you left the scheme before 1 April 2008, the payment is based on your service and salary. This is usually 3/80ths of salary for every year of pensionable service, plus index linked increases. 

· If you left after 31 March 2008, the payment is usually 5 times your pension, plus index linked increases.

· If you’re already being paid a pension, the rules are more complex. A payment may be made if you die within 10 years of retiring.

Who can the death grant be paid to?
You can choose anyone, like, friends, family, your partner, or an organisation like a charity. If you name more than one person or organisation, you must say how much each will get. The total must be 100%.

If you name more than four, please use a separate sheet. If you want to name someone under age 18, you may want to set up a trust. A solicitor can help with this.

What happens if I and my nominee(s) die at the same time?
If you name your spouse, civil partner or, partner you love with, and you both die at the same time, you can say how the money should be shared. For example, you can ask for it to be split between your children or other family members.


Can I change my expression of wish?
Yes. You can change it at any time by:
· filling in a new form and sending it to us, or
· updating the ‘Manage beneficiaries’ section on your online pension account.

How do I register for my pension account?
· you can sign up for your online pension account here:
westnorthants.pensiondetails.co.uk/registration
· you’ll need your national insurance number handy.

If you need help please go to the support pages of either of our websites:
· pensions.cambridgeshire.gov.uk
· pensions.westnorthants.gov.uk

If you can’t find what you want or need an activation key, please email: 
MyPension@westnorthants.gov.uk

with your:
· full name
· date of birth
· national insurance number
· email address.

What if my circumstances change?
You should update your form if:

· your situation changes
· you divorce or end a civil partnership
· someone you named dies.

What happens if I don’t make an expression of wish?
The Pension Fund will decide who receives the payment. If no form is completed, the money may be paid to your estate. This can take time and may involve legal steps. The payment may also be subject to inheritance tax. 

If you don’t have a will, your estate may not be shared as you’d like.

What if I have a will?
You can still complete this form or update your online pension account. This can help speed up payment and give the benefits listed earlier.

What should I do now?
You can:

· update your nomination in your online pension account or
· complete the form and return it:

By email: pensions@westnorthants.gov.uk  (You should protect documents with a password if possible.)

Or by post:
Pensions Service
West Northamptonshire Council
One Angel Square
Angel Street
Northampton
NN1 1ED 		This form will be kept confidential and will take effect as soon as we receive it.
